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UNIT 

Subject: Social Studies      Country: USA 

Course/Grade: 4th Grade     State/Group: NJ 

School: Dr. Joyanne D. Miller School  

 

UNIT SUMMARY: Learning about our state today and how it can help us imagine what it 

will be like tomorrow. This unit discusses New Jersey’s economy and government and how 

they are related.  

 

UNIT RESOURCES: New Jersey Adventures Time and Place 

- Chapter 11 

Internet Resource Links: 

 STAGE ONE 

GOALS AND STANDARDS:  
 

1. Explain how rules and laws created by community, state and national governments protect    

the rights of people, help resolve conflicts and promote the common good. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.1   

2. Evaluate what makes a good rule or law. NJCCCS 6.3.4.A.1      

3. Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change at    

the local and national levels of United States government. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.3   

4. Explain how the United States government is organized and how the United States    

Constitution defines and limits the power of government. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.4   

5. Distinguish the roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government.   

 NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.5          

6. Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments protect    

the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.1   

7. Determine how “fairness,” “equality,” and the “common good” have influenced change    

at the local and national levels of United States government. NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.3   

8. Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to violations    

of fundamental rights. NJCCCS 
6.1.4.A.9      

  

9. Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures collaborate to find    

solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges NJCCCS 6.1.4.A.15.    

10. Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources. NJCCCS 6.1.4.B.8   

11. Apply opportunity cost to evaluate individuals’ decisions, including ones made in their    

communities. NJCCCS 6.1.4.C.1        

12. Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice influence   

decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations. NJCCCS  6.1.4.C.2   

13. Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to New    

Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered. NJCCCS 6.1.4.D.2   



14. Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New    

15. Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of    

Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day    

government and citizenship. NJCCCS 
6.1.4.D.5       

  

 

        
ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS:  

1. American citizens have equal human rights. 
2. There are three branches of government that limit each other’s power. 

3. As citizens we have certain responsibilities i.e. voting, obeying laws, serving on a jury. 
4. Religious persecution, political and economic instability led many to immigrate to North America. 

5. Cultural difference between the Europeans and  Native Americans led to conflicts that often 

resulted in wars and the movement of Native  Americans westward. 

6. Many of the founding documents for the colonies were based on the ideas of the consent of the 

Governed. 

7. Primary source documents provide a valuable and authentic record of the past. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:  
1. How does the U.S Constitution organize our government to prevent an abuse of power? 
2. How does each branch affect the others? 
3. What are the expectations of US citizens? 
4. What is the process for how a bill becomes a law? 
5. Why do people move to other places? 
 6. How and why are American ideals such as equality, liberty and consent of the governed embodied in 
key historical documents? 
7. How might understanding multiple perspectives lead to greater cooperation and peaceful 
coexistence? 
 8. How did the decisions of individuals and groups influence the creation of NJ and the United States? 
9. How do primary source help us to understand what happened in the past? 
 

 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
 

STAGE TWO 

PERFORMANCE TASKS:  
 

*Create a 3 branches poster or digital project as a visual for learning  and reference. 

*Written essay on what makes a good citizen 
*Identify the parts of the constitution and their purposes 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/ 

Scholastic news/in depth/constitution day/ 
*Democratic Values and Beliefs Sort* Students sort examples into four 
categories:  

Freedom of Speech, Freedom of the Press, Freedom of Religion, or The Right  



to Equal Justice Under the Law  
*Three Branches Lessons and Games found at 
http://www.icivics.org/curriculum/ 

 

three-branches  

*These iCivics lessons and games teach the basic functions of the three 
branches of  
government. (Need to create login for free materials) 
*Voter Registration Lesson* Students fill out a voter registration application 
and receive a  
voter registration card to simulate the steps in the voting 
process. 

 

 
OTHER EVIDENCE 
 

STAGE THREE 

LEARNING PLAN: 

*Why is it important to limit a government's powers?   

*How does the Constitution limit a government’s powers?  

*What is separation of powers?  

*How do checks and balances and separation of powers function to prevent an abuse of   

authority?  

*What are checks and balances?   

*What is each branch of government responsible for?  

*What is judicial review?   

*What is the role of the citizen in the American system of republican democracy?  

*Why is it important to vote?  

*Why is it important to balance individual needs and the needs of a community?  

*How do taxes support government?  

   

Key People: William Livingston, William Paterson, William C. Houston, James Madison.   

Henry Hudson, Lewis Morris  

Key Vocabulary: checks and balances, legislature, democracy, veto, override, amendment  

Study: colonial maps for placement of the 13 colonies, study a world map and explorer’s  

 routes across the Atlantic  

Integrate Geography: Reinforce map skills: keys, cardinal directions, compass rose,  

continents/oceans, latitude and longitude, types of maps  

  

  

   
 


